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NORTH FREMANTLE PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN DAY 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [6.07 pm]:  I wanted to speak about my visit to Tiwest mine in Cataby 
on Friday and to cover an aspect of the mine that is, in my opinion, most interesting.  However, in view of the 
time, I will cover another topic. 

On Sunday, I attended an open day at North Fremantle Primary School.  Being there reminded me of being at a 
country school, because the crowds were huge.  In fact, I have never seen a bigger crowd at a school fundraising 
event.  I will stand corrected, but I think $12 000-odd was raised through auctions.  I conducted one auction.  A 
range of stars attended, including Ben Elton and basketballer Luc Longley.  The community spirit reminded me 
of being at a country show.  Everyone was involved.  A world trapeze artist donated her time.  My daughter, who 
is a hairdresser, did something like 100 styles during the day and raised $300.  A good amount of money was 
raised on this great community-spirited day.  I was talking to the principal of the school and he said, “Frank, it’s 
not about raising money; it’s about making sure that people have a good time.  If they’re having a good time, 
earning money is a fabulous bonus at the end of the day.”  He said that it was not just a matter of being a 
mercenary and helping the school to raise money.  It was the greatest effort I have seen in some time.  The North 
Fremantle Primary School is a small school and very hard to find.  The teachers and everyone involved put in a 
real team effort.  I have not seen that sort of community spirit in the past year or so.  Everyone was helping 
everyone else and there was interest in everything at the school.  It was just one of those things.  The community 
spirit and the amalgamation of kids, mums and dads made it a fabulous day.  I had to work hard at the school that 
day.  In fact, I auctioned a couple of bottles of Parliament House centenary wine.  I told people that they could 
get the next lot only in another 100 years and that it could be purchased only from the Parliament House bar.  I 
told them also that if they wanted to purchase some bottles from the bar, they would have to nominate to become 
a member of Parliament in February.  I opened up the bidding at $50, and I think I got about $150.  I told the 
lady who bought the wine that she got the bargain of the century and that she should not drink the wine but store 
it on a shelf in her bar somewhere and leave it as a visual collectors’ item.  I hope she does that, because she 
might have been expecting more for her outlay of $150.  When she bought the wine, she was most happy.  It 
gave her a lot of confidence when I told her it was a bottle of wine to mark the centenary of Parliament House 
and that it had limited availability.   

House adjourned at 6.10 pm 
__________ 

 


